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A Cultural Symbol of the Birth of Life -
The Royal Placenta Chambers of Joseon

as a World Heritage Site

1 Opening

10:00~10:30 | Registration / Gabong Taesil Screening

Opening
Remarks

10:30~10:40

Congratulatory
Remarks
(Screening)

10:40~10:50 | Photo Session
1 Presentation/Discussion

10:50~11:10 | Keynote

11:10~11:50 Presentation 1

11:50~13:10 | Lunch Break

13:10~13:50 | Presentation 2

13:50~14:15  Presentation 3

14:15~14:30 | Intermission

14:30~14:55 | Presentation 4

14:55~15:20 | Presentation 5

15:20~15:45 | Presentation 6

15:45~16:00 | Intermission
16:00~17:30  Discussion

I Closing

Lee Jee-hoon (Director, GyeongGi Institute of Cultural Properities)

Park Jae-young (Director, Gyeongbuk Arts & Culture Foundation, Institute of Cultural Properties)
Kim Nak-jung (Director, Chungnam Institute of History and Culture)

Lee Jong-yoon (Director, Chungbuk Reserch Institute of Cultural Heritage)

Kim Dong-yeon (Gyeonggi Province Governor)

Lee Cheol-woo (Gyeongsangbuk-do Governor)

Kim Tae-heum (Chungcheongnam-do Governor)

Kim Young-hwan (Chungcheongbuk-do Governor)

Lee Bae-yong (National Education Commission Chairman)

Mediating World Heritage-scape

Through the Placenta of the Joseon L€e Sang-hae

(Chair professor, Kookmin University)

Royal Family
; e Dmitriy Voyakin
Cen_tral ASI&_“_] cguntrles World . (Director, International Institute for Central Asian Studies)
Heritage Initiatives: Strengthening K
Heritage Management Capacity Discussant | KANG In-u

(Kyung Hee University Professor)

A comparative study on the Matsubara Noriaki

masonry system of the Gabong (Research Institute of Stone Cultural Heritage)
Taesill of the Joseon Royal family Kim ji-young

and the mausoleum of daimyo in Discussant | (Researcher, Institute of Cross-Culture
the modern period of Japan Studies)

Shim Hyun-yong
(Director, Museum Of Uljin Bongpyeongri Sillabi
The Culture of Hiding a Placenta Monument)
and the Placenta Chamber in Korea Park Jae-kwan
Discussant | (Team Leader, SeongJu Seongsan-dong
Tombs Museum)

Choi Won-seok

Feng Shui Culture and the Royal (Gyeongsang National University Professor)

placenta chamber of the Joseon :
Min Byoung-sam

Dynasty Discussant (Kongju National University Professor)
Kim Kyung-mi
A Study of the Authenticity and (Invited Professor, Korea University )
Integrity of Taesil of the Joseon Kim young-jae
Royal Family Discussant | (Korea National University of Cultural
Heritage Professor)
Kim Hoe-jung

. i (Researcher, Chungnam Institute of History and Culture )
Initiatives for the World Heritage 8 Y

Site of Gabong Taesill Gil ji-hye

Discussant | (Researcher, SNU Environmental Planning
Institute )

Chair: Choi Jae-heon
(Konkuk University Professor)
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Mediating World Heritage-scape Through
the Placenta of the Joseon Royal Family
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SUMMARY on 'Mediating World Heritage-scape Through the
Placenta of the Joseon Royal Family]

A heritage must have “Outstanding Universal Value” in order to be listed on the
UNESCO World Heritage List. This article examines the Placenta of the Joseon Dynasty,
focusing on the outstanding universal value of world heritage stipulated in the World
Heritage Convention and the World Heritage Operational Guidelines.

The core of the World Heritage Convention and the World Heritage Operational
Guidelines lies in the concept, definition and component of outstanding universal
value. This article is about the outstanding universal value of World Heritage 1).
For the definition and concept of the term “Outstanding Universal Value” itself] 2).
The components that serve as the basis for judging outstanding universal value are
reviewed along with the history of revision and supplementation of the World Heritage
Operational Guidelines, and the presentation is summarized based on this.

In the decades since the adoption of the World Heritage Convention, the definition
and category of the outstanding universal value of ‘cultural heritage’ have been re-
examined and expanded around the World Heritage Operational Guidelines. This means
that the concept of cultural heritage should be understood as recognizing the diversity of
cultures, the specificity of regional heritage types, and the inclusiveness of world heritage
targets. It is believed that it will be a task in the future to devise a plan to newly grasp the
attributes of the Joseon royal family's placenta ‘from the perspective of world heritage’

and present outstanding universal value.
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Discussion on lCentral Asian countries' World Heritage
Initiatives: Strengthening Heritage Management Capacity.

KANG In-uk(Professor at Kyung Hee University)

I discussed the Silk Roads in another article in terms of the property’s potential for
expansion as a World Heritage Site. In the same article, I expressed concerns about a
section of the Silk Roads known as the Zarafshan-Karakum Corridor. Now that this section
has entered the World Heritage List, frameworks have been fully prepared for the five
Central Asian countries to cooperate for the conservation of the most important part of
their shared heritage. The presentation by Dr. Dmitriy Voyakin has demonstrated his leading
role in the efforts to expand the Silk Roads as World Heritage further west to include other
Eurasian states such as Iran and Azerbaijan. The Silk Roads is a stellar case illustrating how
World Heritage can be used beyond nationalistic purposes to aim for peaceful endeavors
for international cooperation. The presentation has succinctly showed his contributions to
accomplishing this achievement. I have immense interest in the Silk Roads as an expert
in Eurasian archaeology. As this symposium is purposed to discuss the royal placenta
chambers of the Joseon Dynasty, however, I will organize my comment in reflection of
the main theme of the current event. I would like to seek Dr. Voyakin’s expertise and
knowledge through my questions regarding such matters as the role played or to be played
by South Korea in the Silk Roads program and the lessons to be learned from the Silk Roads
for the efforts underway for preparing Joseon’s royal placenta chambers for World Heritage

nomination.

First, I understand that the Cultural Heritage Administration has participated in the Silk
Roads program through funding and via other projects, a point not clearly marked in the
presentation. The Cultural Heritage Administration has been cooperating with Central Asian
countries for the conservation of local heritage as part of its official development assistance
(ODA) program as well. It would be appreciated if Dr. Voyakin can share his knowledge and

opinions regarding how South Korea contributed to the inscription of the Silk Roads and

SYERIZSro & ZMo| FHSEf &, MAIRLIE BCH



what is expected from South Korea for the Silk Roads in the future.

Second, I would like to ask Dr. Voyakin to share his thoughts on how the royal
placenta chambers of Joseon, a property of a limited geographical scale, can carve out the
Outstanding Universal Value. As the Silk Roads spans multiple countries, close coordination
among them was necessary for its inscription. The Silk Roads is sometimes appropriated for
national politics and economies as in the case of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. The Silk
Roads generated international collaboration and solidarity. Meanwhile, the royal placenta
chambers of Joseon represent a unique funerary tradition of Korea, parallels of which is
hard to find in neighboring countries such as China and Japan. Central Asia is abundant
in properties testifying to its distinctive traditions. One example can be kurgans from the
Scythian period in Kazakhstan. I understand that there were endeavors made to nominate
these kurgans for inscription on the World Heritage List. I would like to know how Central
Asian states approach geographically limited properties like the royal placenta chambers
when they try to put them on the World Heritage List and what are their strategies in this

regard.

Third, I would like to know about Dr. Voyakin’s thoughts on relations between artifacts
associated with the Silk Roads and the royal placenta chambers of Joseon. The placenta
chambers testify to a funerary practice unique to Korea. However, the Sogdian people had a
similar tradition, which is evidenced by the surviving “bone jars.” While placenta was placed
in a jar in Korea, cremated bones were interred in a jar according to this Central Asian
tradition. Despite this difference, there are many characteristics this distinctive funerary
practice from the Silk Roads shares with Korea’s placenta chamber tradition. I would like to
know how the bone jars, the evidence of the distinctive Zoroastrian tradition, are managed

and how they are utilized as cultural heritage.
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Feng Shui Culture and the Royal placenta chamber
of the Joseon Dynasty
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